Specific minisatallites are present as dispersed copies found throughout the genome. Some types of interspersed repetitive elements are related to one another through transposition of a common ancestor. In contrast, dispersed minisatellite copies are thought to have arisen independently and may share sequence similarities due to a common generation mechanism. This mechanism may involve sequences which serve as foci for recombination and give rise to the monomer core units of minlsatellites. Dispersed minisatellite copies would be related through sharing similar originating foci (2). If this model is correct, it would be expected that MLEs composed of tandem repeats of monomers whose sequences have diverged greatly from their common core would be unlikely to cross react with other minisatellites, even those originating from similar foci. MLEs composed of monomers which faithfully adhere to their common core would be more likely to be able to hybridize to minisatellites which originated from similar foci. The contrast we observe between the exon 8 and intron B probes is consistent with this model.
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